GEORGE THE THIRD
ment of the German mercenaries. He was very angry when the
Lord negatived his morion by 99 to 28 votes. George was
angry, too, at Chatham's proposal. To North on May 3ist he
wrote:
I am much pleased with Your Attention in sending unto Me a Copy
of Lord Chatham's highly unseasonable Motion, which can have
no other use but to convey Some fresh fuel if attended to by the
Rebels, like most of die other productions of that extraordinary
Brain it contains nothing but specious words and malevolence, for
no one that reads it, if unacquainted with the conduct of the Mother
Country and its Colonies, must [but] Suppose the Americans poor
mild persons who after unheard of grievances had no choice but
Slavery or the Sword, whilst the truth is, that the two [sic] great
lenity of this Country encreased their pride and encouraged them to
rebel; ... if his Sentiments were adopted, I should not esteem
my Situation in this Country as a very dignified one, for the Islands
would soon also cast off all obedience.
George was convinced—and rightly—that the majority of
Englishmen were with him.
Chatham returned to the charge in the following November,
when in the Lords he moved that the King should take urgent
steps to stop the war in North America and to treat with the
colonists. Unfortunately once Chatham was on his feet he
could seldom escape from the pitfalls of demagogism; and his
speech on this occasion developed into a slashing attack on the
Government for the employment of Indians in the forces oper-
ating against the colonists. In sonorous tones he asked the
House:
Who is the man that has dared to authorize and associate to our arms
the tomahawk and scalping knife of the savages ? To call into civil
alliance the wild and inhuman savages of the woods; to delegate
to the merciless Indian the defence of disputed rights; and to wage
the horrors of this barbarous war against our brethren ?
Chatham had found it convenient to forget that during the
Seven Years' War lie himself had sanctioned the employment of
Indians in North America! He might in the midst of this tirade
state that he was an uncompromising opponent of any idea of
American independence; but agitators were as expert then as
they are now in lifting words out of their context; and Chatham's
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